CATALOGUE OF COURSES

SPRING 2015

We are an independent, not-for-profit collaborative
lifelong learning organization in Rhode Island, offering a
program of affordable courses that cover a wide gamut
of interests; trips and cultural events; as well as the
opportunity to volunteer, serve on committees,
coordinate a course and otherwise help shape
the future of lifelong learning in our area.
Our annual membership is low ($25 yearly). You must be
a member to participate in classes. Many of our classes
fill within the first few days of registration. To avoid
disappointment, we suggest that you register early.
(Register online today.)
Classes are held at these sites:
Temple Beth-El (East Side)
RI Philharmonic Music School (East Providence)
RISD Museum (Down City)
Rochambeau Branch/Providence Community Library
(East Side)

“This is a wonderful community
of people from all over the state
joining together to design and
enjoy new adventures
in learning.”

This is LLC.
Learn. Discover. Enjoy.

MONDAY - AM
Monday mornings
The RI Philharmonic
Music School, 667
Waterman Ave, E. Prov
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
8 weeks
Mar 9 - Apr 27
Fee: $60
Class size limit: 20

Concerts and Conversations

Coordinators: Linda Shamoon, Sam Shamoon, Penny Backman
Listening, learning and talking about glorious concert music! This is LLC’s exciting collaboration
with the RI Philharmonic, the RI Chamber Music Concerts, and the Providence Singers. Each
week, a representative from one of these amazing organizations will introduce us to the music in an
upcoming concert. During the second part of our weekly meetings, we will listen together to one of
the featured pieces and share our responses, insights, and understanding of the musical content.
Highlights from the spring concert season include: Ravel’s popular Bolero, Carl Orff’s powerful
Carmina Burana, Joaquin Turina’s evocative music from Spain, Saint-Saëns’ exciting Cello
Concerto, and Rachmaninoff’s nostalgic and colorful Symphonic Dances.

Format: This is a discussion-oriented class or “study group.” Class members are expected to listen to a selected piece between
classes; to participate in the weekly discussion; and to bring to class interesting information about the targeted piece of music, its
composer, the era, etc. Participants will take a turn leading the discussion.
Resources: We will draw upon the class website (https://www.lifelonglearningcollaborative.org/philharmonic), YouTube, videos and a
textbook (TBA) for music resources and information.
Expenses: Class members are expected to attend the fall concerts of the Philharmonic and The Providence Singers; attendance at the
RI Chamber Music Concerts series is also highly recommended. Discounted tickets are available for those who are not subscribers.
Coordinators: The coordinators have a deep knowledge and appreciation of classical music and have led this class for several
semesters.

Monday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 9 - May 11
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

The Human Journey

Coordinator: Don Harper
Who’s your daddy? Well, as a matter of fact, it’s “Y-chromosome Adam.” He’s everybody’s daddy –
all the Chinese, the Africans, the Swedes, the Polynesians, everyone! So how did we all get where
we are? And why are we all so similar in some ways and so different in others?

The answer is bound up in our DNA, our personal histories, and the cultural histories that influenced our ancestors. Exciting new research, by scientists like Spencer Wells, allows us to follow
the many branches of the human journey in more detail than ever before. Incorporating this new
evidence into information already known is like an on-going detective story!
Format: Participants will be asked to make a presentation or lead a discussion on a topic of their choice. Possible topics include part of
the “journey” described in the books, research on a particular migration path, or the story of their own ancestors.
Resources: The texts will be The Journey of Man (2002) and Deep Ancestry (2006), short books by Spencer Wells. The coordinator
will suggest online resources.
Expenses: No purchases, other than the texts, are required. An optional expense is a DNA analysis provided by National Geographic
Genographic Project, which reveals the origin of one’s ancestry (about $160).
Coordinator: Don Harper, a man with many interests, has coordinated LLC courses on a variety of subjects.

Monday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
5 weeks
Apr 13 - May 11
Fee: $25
Class size limit: 20

Moral Reasoning: The Right Thing to Do
Coordinator: Oliver Chappell

In this five-session course, we will explore classical and contemporary theories of justice that have
present day applications. We will use the acclaimed online video lecture series, “Justice,” with
Harvard professor Michael Sandel, to analyze some of the great moral dilemmas of our time.

Is it justified to sacrifice innocent life in order to save a greater number? Is it “right” to tax the rich to
help the poor? Is it “fair” to give preference to minorities in college and/or job applications? Should
there be compensation for past injustices, such as slavery? Are there moral limits to economic
markets? Is torture ever justified? Is it moral to commit suicide? What are our obligations to each other? What constitutes a moral
life?
Format: Class members will be expected to view the lectures at home and come to class prepared to discuss them. The discussions
will be facilitated by the coordinator. No presentations are required.
Resources: Access to the Internet is required.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinator: Oliver Chappell is a former attorney who has led several LLC courses on American history, the law, justice, and music.
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MONDAY - PM
Monday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 9 - May 11
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 12

Fact and Fiction

Coordinators: Sheila K Lawrence, Arthur Richter
Have you ever dreamed of writing a short story or publishing a novel? Or maybe you just wanted
to try your hand at creative writing, but were afraid to try. Fear no more. We have the class for
you! In this workshop, we will throw caution to the wind (while avoiding clichés like that one) and
experiment with all kinds of writing: poetry, scripts, fiction, nonfiction, personal essays, and more.

Format: In its third semester, Fact and Fiction uses a format that maximizes participation through
writing exercises and critiques. Guest speakers inspire, motivate and instruct us in every phase of
writing from character development to self-publishing and beyond. We will all be expected to submit our manuscripts to the group, be
open to constructive and gentle critiques and to offer the same to others in a respectful and supportive manner.
Resources: The coordinators will recommend resources from time to time and encourage workshop members to do the same.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinators: A former journalist, Sheila K Lawrence is currently working on her first novel. Arthur Richter is a former businessman.
Both have coordinated many courses in writing and the arts.

Monday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 9 - May 11
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Hot Topics

Coordinators: George Champlin, Ed Mehlman
Are you confused about important and relevant issues like foreign policy, national security,
education, health care, gun control, immigration, and the federal budget? Would you like to know
more about all sides of these issues in order to develop a more informed opinion? Join us for a
dynamic approach to current events as we discuss topics selected by participants from a variety of
news sources.

Format: Each week two members of the group will choose two or three articles on current hot
topics. After briefly presenting these to the group, they will lead the discussion. The coordinators will
act as moderators of the session and help ensure that all viewpoints are heard.
Resources: Participants will need access to Internet and will share articles drawn from newspapers, journals, magazines, and/or news
releases with the group by email.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinators: Ed Mehlman has coordinated this popular Hot Topics course for the past several years; George Champlin joins him this
semester for a new perspective.

TUESDAY - AM
Tuesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 10 - May 12
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20
content of the literature it produced.

Poetry and Prose of World War I

Coordinators: Rosemary Colt, Christine Rose
World War I gave rise to an outpouring of literature of all kinds – fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and
drama – as well as letters and memoirs. The critic Paul Fussell attributes this to the “unparalleled
literariness of all ranks who fought in the Great War.” In The Great War and Modern Memory,
he argues that the vocabulary and the imagery of the war had a major impact on what he terms
“subsequent life,” including, we believe, our lives today, one hundred years later.
We will observe the centennial of the Great War by reading poetry and short stories from the war.
We will use historical material to show how the inexorable course of the war affected the tone and

Format: Course participants will lead a class discussion on one of the readings.
In addition they will be expected to do the reading each week and come to class
prepared to participate in the discussion.
Resources: The required texts will be The Penguin Book of First World War
Poetry and The Penguin Book of First World War Stories (the 2007 editions of
both).
Expenses: There will be no expenses other than the purchase of the texts. The
coordinators will suggest online resources for the relevant history.
Coordinators: Rosemary Colt holds a PhD in English Literature from Brown
University. Chris Rose holds a BA in English and American Studies. They have
both coordinated successful LLC courses in poetry and literature.
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TUESDAY - AM
Tuesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 10 - May 12
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Presidential Assassinations as Deflection Points in American
History
Coordinators: Gene Mihaly, Bruce Ruttenberg

Assassinations of national leaders have altered the course of history from the earliest days of the
nation-state. In the relatively short life of the American republic, three presidential assassinations –
those of Abraham Lincoln, William McKinley, and John F. Kennedy – have had profound impact on
the shape of our own, and arguably on the world’s, history. The events that followed the deaths of
these three men marked clear deflections from the paths the nation was on before they died.

We will also consider the results of an assassination that did not happen – that of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who barely escaped a
bullet in 1933. How would the nation and the world have fared if John Nance Gardner, FDR’s decidedly mediocre vice president, had
led the nation through the Great Depression?
Format: Class members will be expected to do the reading and participate actively in class discussions.
Resources: The coordinators will suggest print and online resources.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinators: Gene Mihaly taught international business at UC Berkeley and Dartmouth College; he served as town councilor for
Jamestown, RI. Bruce Ruttenberg is a retired attorney, active in Common Cause. They have co-coordinated several successful LLC
courses on historical topics.

TUESDAY - PM
Tuesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 10 - May 12
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Broadway Musicals: Act II
Coordinator: Lucille Minuto

The Broadway musical is a uniquely American art form and is probably the most popular and
beloved genre of American theater. This course will study the period from the 1960s to the 1980s.
We will learn about such hits as “Camelot,” “Carnival,” “Fiddler on the Roof,” “Hello Dolly,” “A
Chorus Line,” “Chicago,” “Bye Bye Birdie,” and others.
We will discuss the factors that make a show a hit or a flop, examining the contribution of the
composers and librettists, performers, producers, directors, and choreographers. Most of all, we
will enjoy the wonderful music, dance, and story lines of these memorable shows.

Format: Participants will be expected to make a presentation and lead a class discussion on a musical of their choice. In addition, they
are expected to review the DVD and original cast recording (when available) and actively participate in weekly class discussions.
Resources: The coordinator will suggest print, DVD, and recorded resources, which are available at area libraries, as well as for
purchase online.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinator: Lucille Minuto, a nurse and health educator, has had a lifelong interest in music, particularly Broadway musicals, since
she saw the original production of “My Fair Lady.”

Tuesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 10 - May 12
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

The Problem of Evil: A Contemporary View
Coordinator: William Carpenter

Evil is defined as that which is morally reprehensible. Explaining its indisputable existence in the
world has been a problem for theologians and philosophers for centuries. Recently, biologists,
psychologists, and sociologists have also gotten into the act. In this course, we will also get into
the act and examine the possible roots of evil from these various perspectives. We will also try to
understand what determines whether any human being is capable of committing evil under given
circumstances. We will use such works as Viktor Frankl’s Man’s Search for Meaning and Arthur
Miller’s The Social Psychology of Good and Evil.

Format: Participants will be expected to make a presentation or lead a class discussion on a topic selected from the syllabus. In
addition, class members should come prepared to actively participate in the discussion each week.
Resources: Print and online resources will be suggested by the coordinator.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinator: William Carpenter worked as a rehabilitation counselor for the State of Rhode Island. Since retiring, he has filled his time
working as a tour bus driver, writing poetry, making wine, and generally enjoying life.
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TUESDAY - PM
Tuesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
3:30 - 5:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 10 - May 12
There is no fee for this
course, but you must be
a member of LLC.
You do not need to
register for this class.
Just drop in to play.

Scrabble Scramble

Coordinators: Pete DuPont, Bob Goodwin
Be a good egg and join us for a late afternoon of Scrabble at Beth-El. There may be about a
dozen of us. The game should be over easy by 5:00, in time for optional supper. If your score
wasn’t cracked up as it should be, no need to become hard-boiled. Yoke up with us at a near-by
restaurant and you will be coddled and become warm as toast.
Come every week or just drop in whenever you can. Playing Scrabble will improve your
vocabulary (especially of two-letter words) – plus you will have a lot of laughs! Or bring cards, a
different board game, someone to play with, and do your own thing. We usually go out for dinner
together after the games – optional, of course.
Coordinators: Bob Goodwin and Pete DuPont, who are very good eggs, provide the Scrabble
sets, dictionaries, and laughs.

WEDNESDAY - AM
Wednesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
6 weeks
Apr 8 - May 13
Fee: $30
Class size limit: 20

Gardens of the World Via Armchair Travel

Coordinators: Elizabeth Bakst, Sidney Okashige
April is the month when those of us who love flowers and plants start thinking about gardens – our
own and the many lovely gardens around the world. Gardens have been planted throughout the
ages for many purposes, including the provision of food and medicine, creating space for retreat or
recreation, and the pleasure of working the earth and watching plants grow.
In this course, we will be inspired by some of the beautiful and diverse gardens around the world,
such as Kew Gardens, Longwood Gardens, Butchart Gardens, and the Gardens of Versailles.

Format: Everyone will be asked to give a visual presentation (still images or video) and discuss their independent research about one
particular garden or about several that share a common theme. A participant may want to organize an optional field trip outside of class
time to a nearby garden such as Caprilands, the Boston Public Garden, or the Roger Williams Park Botanical Center, in order to bring
pictures back for presentation to the class.
Resources: There will be no text. The coordinators will provide a list of suggestions, but class members should not feel limited by the
suggestions.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinators: Elizabeth Bakst and Sidney Okashige are good friends who have coordinated together for LLC in the past. This time
they have chosen an escapist topic to inspire and amuse.

Wednesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 11 - May 13
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 30

Women and Art: Creator and Muse, Part II

Coordinators: Bunny Fain, Roberta Segal, Sandy Souza
In the second semester of this course, we will continue our study of women artists, focusing on the
twentieth century. What did women with the need and desire to create art have to overcome? We
will see how women, now accepted into schools of higher education and other forms of social and
artistic inclusion, gradually began to act as an independent voice in the creative process. The Art
Movements we will study take us through many of the most famous women artists whose work
now hangs in museums and collections. We will study not only paintings, but also sculpture and
photography (where many women excelled).

Throughout the course we will look at the artist in the context of her peers as well as a view of the societal thinking of the day. It is not
necessary to have taken Part I to enjoy Part II.
Format: Class members are asked to participate actively in the discussion. Presentations are encouraged.
Resources: The coordinators will suggest print and on-line resources.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinators: Bunny Fain and Roberta Segal are both artists who have coordinated several semesters of art courses for LLC. Sandy
Souza has taken their art courses and, as a librarian, has joined them this year in their research.

www.lifelonglearningcollaborative.org
5

Spring 2015 Class Calendar

www.lifelonglearningcollaborative.org
MON

TU

WED

TH

FRI

FEB 23

FEB 24

FEB 25

FEB 26

FEB 27

MAR 2

MAR 3

MAR 4

MAR 5

MAR 6

SPRING CONVOCATION
TEMPLE BETH-EL
12 PM (11 AM NEW MEMBER
ORIENTATION)
PRE-REGISTRATION IS
REQUIRED

FIRST PLAY: THEATRE
CONVERSATIONS
TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
GREAT PLACES

RI PHILHARMONIC:
10 AM MUSIC
TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM HUMAN JOURNEY
1 PM FACT/FICTION
1 PM HOT TOPICS

MAR 10

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
POETRY/WWI
10 AM
PRESIDENTIAL
1 PM
B’WAY MUSIC
1 PM
PROBLEM/EVIL
3:30 PM SCRABBLE

MAR 11

MAR 12

MAR 13

MAR 16

MAR 9

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
WOMEN & ART
1 PM
DIGITAL AGE
1 PM
LIT OF IRELAND
3:30 PM VISUAL PRES
3:30 PM PHOTO CLUB
ROCHAMBEAU:
1 PM
POETRY

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
LOOK/PAINTINGS
10 AM
THEATRE
1 PM
1960S IN AMERICA

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
GREAT PLACES

RI PHILHARMONIC:
10 AM MUSIC
TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM HUMAN JOURNEY
1 PM FACT/FICTION
1 PM HOT TOPICS

MAR 17

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
POETRY/WWI
10 AM
PRESIDENTIAL
1 PM
B’WAY MUSIC
1 PM
PROBLEM/EVIL
3:30 PM SCRABBLE

MAR 18

MAR 19

MAR 20

MAR 23

MAR 24

MAR 25

MAR 26

MAR 27

RI PHILHARMONIC:
10 AM MUSIC
TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM HUMAN JOURNEY
1 PM FACT/FICTION
1 PM HOT TOPICS

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
POETRY/WWI
10 AM
PRESIDENTIAL
1 PM
B’WAY MUSIC
1 PM
PROBLEM/EVIL
3:30 PM SCRABBLE

MAR 30

MAR 31

RI PHILHARMONIC:
10 AM MUSIC
TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM HUMAN JOURNEY
1 PM FACT/FICTION
1 PM HOT TOPICS

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
POETRY/WWI
10 AM
PRESIDENTIAL
1 PM
B’WAY MUSIC
1 PM
PROBLEM/EVIL
3:30 PM SCRABBLE

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
WOMEN & ART
1 PM
DIGITAL AGE
1 PM
LIT OF IRELAND
3:30 PM VISUAL PRES
ROCHAMBEAU:
1 PM
POETRY

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
WOMEN & ART
1 PM
DIGITAL AGE
1 PM
LIT OF IRELAND
1 PM
TAPPING TED
3:30 PM VISUAL PRES
ROCHAMBEAU:
1 PM
POETRY

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
LOOK/PAINTINGS
10 AM
THEATRE
1 PM
1960S IN AMERICA

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
LOOK/PAINTINGS
10 AM
THEATRE
1 PM
1960S IN AMERICA

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
GREAT PLACES

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
GREAT PLACES

This is LLC.
Learn. Discover. Enjoy.

MON

TU

WED

TH

FRI

APR 1

APR 2

APR 3

APR 8

APR 9

APR 10

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
WOMEN & ART
1 PM
DIGITAL AGE
1 PM
LIT OF IRELAND
1 PM
TAPPING TED
3:30 PM PHOTO CLUB
ROCHAMBEAU:
1 PM
POETRY

APR 6

APR 7

RI PHILHARMONIC:
10 AM MUSIC
TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM HUMAN JOURNEY
1 PM FACT/FICTION
1 PM HOT TOPICS

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
POETRY/WWI
10 AM
PRESIDENTIAL
1 PM
B’WAY MUSIC
1 PM
PROBLEM/EVIL
3:30 PM SCRABBLE

APR 13

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
WOMEN & ART
10 AM
GARDENS
1 PM
DIGITAL AGE
1 PM
LIT OF IRELAND
1 PM
TAPPING TED
ROCHAMBEAU:
1 PM
POETRY

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
LOOK/PAINTINGS
10 AM
THEATRE
1 PM
1960S IN AMERICA

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
LOOK/PAINTINGS
10 AM
THEATRE
1 PM
1960S IN AMERICA

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
GREAT PLACES

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
NO CLASS TODAY

RI PHILHARMONIC:
10 AM MUSIC
TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM HUMAN JOURNEY
10 AM MORAL REASON
1 PM FACT/FICTION
1 PM HOT TOPICS

APR 14

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
POETRY/WWI
10 AM
PRESIDENTIAL
1 PM
B’WAY MUSIC
1 PM
PROBLEM/EVIL
3:30 PM SCRABBLE

APR 15

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
WOMEN & ART
10 AM
GARDENS
1 PM
DIGITAL AGE
1 PM
LIT OF IRELAND
1 PM
TAPPING TED
ROCHAMBEAU:
1 PM
POETRY

APR 16

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
LOOK/PAINTINGS
10 AM
THEATRE
1 PM
1960S IN AMERICA
1 PM
NATURE DID IT 1ST

APR 17

APR 20

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
GREAT PLACES

RI PHILHARMONIC:
10 AM MUSIC
TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM HUMAN JOURNEY
10 AM MORAL REASON
1 PM FACT/FICTION
1 PM HOT TOPICS

APR 21

APR 22

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
WOMEN & ART
10 AM
GARDENS
1 PM
DIGITAL AGE
1 PM
LIT OF IRELAND
1 PM
TAPPING TED
ROCHAMBEAU:
1 PM
POETRY

APR 23

APR 24

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
POETRY/WWI
10 AM
PRESIDENTIAL
1 PM
B’WAY MUSIC
1 PM
PROBLEM/EVIL
3:30 PM SCRABBLE

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
LOOK/PAINTINGS
10 AM
THEATRE
1 PM
1960S IN AMERICA
1 PM
NATURE DID IT 1ST

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
GREAT PLACES

APR 27

RI PHILHARMONIC:
10 AM MUSIC
TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM HUMAN JOURNEY
10 AM MORAL REASON
1 PM FACT/FICTION
1 PM HOT TOPICS

APR 28

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
POETRY/WWI
10 AM
PRESIDENTIAL
1 PM
B’WAY MUSIC
1 PM
PROBLEM/EVIL
3:30 PM SCRABBLE

APR 29

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
WOMEN & ART
10 AM
GARDENS
1 PM
DIGITAL AGE
1 PM
LIT OF IRELAND
1 PM
TAPPING TED
ROCHAMBEAU:
1 PM
POETRY

APR 30

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
LOOK/PAINTINGS
10 AM
THEATRE
1 PM
1960S IN AMERICA
1 PM
NATURE DID IT 1ST

MAY 1

MAY 4

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
GREAT PLACES

MAY 5

MAY 6

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
LOOK/PAINTINGS
10 AM
THEATRE
1 PM
1960S IN AMERICA
1 PM
NATURE DID IT 1ST

MAY 8

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
POETRY/WWI
10 AM
PRESIDENTIAL
1 PM
B’WAY MUSIC
1 PM
PROBLEM/EVIL
3:30 PM SCRABBLE

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
WOMEN & ART
10 AM
GARDENS
1 PM
DIGITAL AGE
1 PM
LIT OF IRELAND
1 PM
TAPPING TED
3:30 PM PHOTO CLUB
ROCHAMBEAU:
1 PM
POETRY

MAY 7

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM HUMAN JOURNEY
10 AM MORAL REASON
1 PM FACT/FICTION
1 PM HOT TOPICS

MAY 11

MAY 12

MAY 13

MAY 14

MAY 15

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM HUMAN JOURNEY
10 AM MORAL REASON
1 PM
FACT/FICTION
1 PM
HOT TOPICS

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
POETRY/WWI
10 AM
PRESIDENTIAL
1 PM
B’WAY MUSIC
1 PM
PROBLEM/EVIL
3:30 PM SCRABBLE

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
WOMEN & ART
10 AM
GARDENS
1 PM
DIGITAL AGE
1 PM
LIT OF IRELAND
1 PM
TAPPING TED
ROCHAMBEAU:
1 PM
POETRY

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
LOOK/PAINTINGS
10 AM
THEATRE
1 PM
1960S IN AMERICA
1 PM
NATURE DID IT 1ST

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
GREAT PLACES

TEMPLE BETH-EL:
10 AM
GREAT PLACES
END OF SEMESTER
ALL CLASSES

WEDNESDAY - PM
Wednesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 11 - May 13
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Collaboration in the Digital Age

Coordinator: Sidney Okashige, Sam Ventres
Walter Isaacson tells the little-known stories of the teamwork and innovation that created the Internet and the computer as we know them. He begins and ends with Ada, Countess of Lovelace and
Lord Byron’s daughter, and his stories span from 1843 to 2011, examining themes that include the
role of the humanities in technology innovation, the reality of artificial intelligence, and the unique
nature of leadership that moved technology forward. His stories include the first team of programmers, who were women; Oppenheimer and the Manhattan Project; Bell Labs and the invention of
the transistor; and Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, and Grace Hopper.

Format: Participants will be expected do the readings from the text each week and to come to class prepared to discuss them.
Presenters will summarize and lead the discussion of approximately 40 to 50-page sections of the text, using core questions developed
by the coordinators. They may also expand on the reading through further readings or multi-media presentations.
Resources: The text will be The Innovators: How a Group of Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Created the Digital Revolution by Walter
Isaacson.
Expenses: The only expense will be the purchase of the text.
Coordinator: Sidney is a retired businesswoman and educational specialist who has coordinated courses on race and Thich Nhat
Hanh. Sam Ventres, a retired engineer, heads the Technology Committee for LLC and has coordinated Visual Presentations and
Energy and the Environment.

Wednesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 11 - May 13
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

The Literature of Ireland, 1789-1939: Rebellion to Revolution
Coordinator: Tim Walsh

Ireland, a relatively small nation, nonetheless can claim one of the most vibrant literary traditions
in the world. In this course, we will discuss how much Ireland’s long struggle for independence
from Britain contributed to the excellence of its literature and, conversely, how much the literary
movement influenced the course of Irish history. Many Irish writers not only wrote about, but also
actively participated in, the affairs of the nation.

Course readings will include poetry, stories, speeches, and plays. Works by Edmund Burke,
Thomas Moore, Oscar Wilde, Augusta Gregory, J.M. Synge, W.B. Yeats, Maud Gonne, James Joyce, Elizabeth Bowen, and Samuel
Beckett will be considered.
Format: Participants will be expected to make a presentation and lead a class discussion on one of the readings. They will also be
expected to read about 50 pages a week and come to class prepared to discuss the works of literature.
Resources: The text will be Irish Writing: An Anthology of Irish Literature in English 1789-1939, edited by Stephen Regan.
Expenses: No expenses other than the purchase of the text are anticipated.
Coordinator: Tim Walsh taught history and Irish studies at Tabor Academy and was wrestling coach at MIT. Since his retirement, he
has coordinated the very successful LLC courses on Irish history, James Joyce’s Ulysses, and Moby Dick.

Wednesday afternoons
Rochambeau Public
Library, 708 Hope St,
Providence
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Starting Mar 11
This is an on-going
group that welcomes
new members.
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 25

Reading and Understanding Poetry

Coordinators: Joan Ramos, Judith Speyer
Whether you are an avid reader of poetry or a newcomer to its pleasures, we welcome you
to share in the rewarding experience of reading poetry in the company of a diverse group of
dedicated learners. We are always surprised to see how much the collaboration of a mature
group can help us to better understand the vision of a poet. Participants find that the group’s
diverse interpretations are – in their words – “inspiring” and “refreshing.” Our understanding of
the work is enhanced in the process of sharing it. We read works from the modern era as well as
those of previous centuries. Members read poems aloud with attention to how language is used.
Experienced or inexperienced, we welcome you to add your voice.
Format: For each session, members present poems of their choice for reading and discussion.
Resources: Currently we are using the anthology Staying Alive, edited by Neil Astley. Participants
are welcome to introduce poetry from other sources.

Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinators: Joan Ramos and Judith Speyer have led the poetry group for several years.
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WEDNESDAY - PM
Wednesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
8 weeks
Mar 25 - May 13
Fee: $40
Class size limit: 20

Tapping TED for the Latest

Coordinators: Allan Klepper, Jean Doyle
TED (Technology, Entertainment, and Design) conducts annual conferences, which have been
called “the ultimate brain spa” and “the Conference of Cool.” TED conferences now include
speakers in all disciplines, with over 1800 to choose from! We will tap into TED to acquire
“knowledge and inspiration from the world’s most inspired thinkers” and be part of a “community of
curious souls to engage with ideas and each other.”
Format: Participants will select a TED presentation from those available online, show the video in
class or prepare a summary of the salient points, and lead a discussion on the topic.

Resources: TED talks are available online. The coordinators will provide an overview to help participants make their selections. Use
of online presentations in class will be fully supported.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinators: Allan Klepper is a former engineer and Jean Doyle is a former professor of political science. Both like to challenge their
minds by studying new topics.

Wednesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM
3 weeks
Mar 11, Apr 1 & May 6
This is an ongoing
group that welcomes
new members.
There is no fee for this
course, but you must be
a member of LLC, and
you must register.

Snapix: LLC Photography Club

Wednesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
3:30 - 5:00 PM
3 weeks
Mar 11, 18 & 25
Fee: $15
Class size limit: 12

How to Make a Visual Presentation

Coordinators: Tom Backman, Kathy Webster
Interested in photography? Want to focus on improving your skills? Join us for a monthly meeting
of photo sharing and critiques with some education thrown in. Just bring three photos on a flash
drive to each class in order to show your work and receive comments from the group. Snapix
also meets occasionally for group photo shoots in places like Roger Willliams Park and downtown
Providence.
Resources: A camera is required.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinators: Tom Backman and Kathy Webster are amateur photographers who strive to
improve their skills and help others do the same.

Coordinators: Sam Ventres, Monica Schaberg
Good visual aids greatly enhance a presentation by either focusing attention or providing
illustrative material. This course will show you how to prepare a good visual presentation,
using an application available on the Internet (Google Drive). It’s easier than you think, and the
skills you’ll learn can be carried over to presentation software you may already own, such as
PowerPoint or Keynote.
Format: The coordinators will conduct the class. Participants must bring a laptop computer to
class. Unfortunately we cannot accommodate iPads or other tablet-style devices.

Resources: There will be no text.
Expenses: None are expected.
Coordinators: Sam Ventres, a retired engineer, is the chair of the Technology Committee of the Lifelong Learning Collaborative.
Monica Schaberg is a retired pediatrician with technical skills.

Learn.
Discover.
Enjoy.
...and share this catalog with a friend!
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THURSDAY - AM
Thursday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 12 - May 14
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Looking at Paintings II

Coordinator: Baruch Kirschenbaum
Using three important paintings from Western Art History, different from the ones studied last
spring in the first offering of this course, we will concentrate on looking at and studying the
paintings as one might in a museum, without prior knowledge or research. Through directed
discussion in class, the course will examine what issues and questions, both visual and historical,
emerge from such concentrated looking at the specific works. The three works to be considered
are from the late 19th and 20th centuries and there is something unusual about each of them.
Format: Discussions will be led and directed by the coordinator. Class members will be asked to
make short presentations about the life of the artist or the historical context.

Resources: The coordinator will suggest print and online resources.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinator: Baruch Kirschenbaum has a PhD in art history from Harvard and taught art history at RISD for many years. He also
chaired the Division of Liberal Arts at RISD. He is now retired.

Thursday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 12 - May 14 (Note:
The 1st play is Mar 6)
Fee: $60
Class size limit: 30

Theatre Conversations

Coordinators: Kathy Webster, Mike Webster
Join our popular Theater Conversations seminar, a successful collaboration with Trinity
Repertory Company, Sandra Feinstein Gamm Theatre, and the Wilbury Theatre Group. We will
feature two plays at Trinity (“The Glass Menagerie” by Tennessee Williams and “A Flea In Her
Ear” by Georges Feydeau), two plays at Gamm (“The House of Blue Leaves” by John Guare
and “Marie Antoinette” by David Adjmi), and one at Wilbury (to be determined.)

Format: Participants will obtain and read copies of the scripts and attend a performance of each
play. They will also lead short, lively discussions of themes, plots, characters, actors, directors’
interpretations, and overall productions. We look forward to class participation by all members.
Actors or other members of the theater companies will join us on several occasions to enrich our understanding of the plays and the
production process. Several classes may be at locations other than the Temple.
Resources/Expenses: In addition to the registration fee, there will be costs related to the purchase of some scripts and attending
some of the performances. We will advise registrants of the amount of anticipated expenses prior to the beginning of the first class.
Coordinators: Kathy and Mike Webster have co-coordinated this class for several semesters. They are avid theater-goers and
supporters of our local companies.

THURSDAY - PM
Thursday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 12 - May 14
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

More than Sex, Drugs and Rock ‘n Roll: The 60s in America
Coordinator: Jean Doyle

The decade of the 60s was about more than drugs, sex, and rock ‘n roll. From an historical
perspective it was a transitional period when post World War II culture, values, assumptions, and
behaviors were being challenged and defended, including Cold War ideology; racial segregation;
the presumed infallibility of government; capitalism and consumerism; and our responsibilities as
citizens.

While our individual memories and experiences of the ‘60s are part of our own personal
histories, they cannot fully capture the broader impact of that decade. The passage of 50 years
and the knowledge of what followed allow us to reexamine the 1960s and assess its historical significance, which is the purpose of this
course.
Format: Participants will select and research a topic and present it to the class in a format of their choice (it does not have to be
Powerpoint!). The list of possible topics is almost endless and includes social movements, cultural changes, scientific advances,
political events, government policies, etc.
Resources: The text will be Coming Apart: An Informal History of America in the 1960s, by William L. O’Neill, 2005. It is readable and
witty.
Expenses: No expenses other than the purchase of the text are anticipated.
Coordinator: Jean Doyle is a retired professor of Political Science; she has coordinated LLC courses on Modern China, Russia,
Central Asia, and terrorist organizations.
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THURSDAY - PM
Thursday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
5 weeks
Apr 16 - May 14
Fee: $25
Class size limit: 20

Nature Did It First: Using Nature’s Success Stories to Design a
Better Future
Coordinator: Nancy Nowak

The inventor of Velcro was inspired by the design of the cockleburs that were clinging to his
cloth jacket. What other inventions were inspired by nature? How many more are in our future?
Nature has had millions of years to perfect methods of getting energy, producing materials, and
building efficient structures. Gene mutations, providing the trial and error that enabled “survival of
the fittest,” led to the highly successful species we see today. We will be exploring the many ways
that scientists and inventors are looking to nature’s creations in order to find solutions to a variety
of current technical and environmental problems.

Format: Small groups of class participants will work together designing parts of a “biomimicry society” – homes, health care,
manufacturing, agriculture, etc., based on the examples of things that have been proposed and/or developed so far.
Resources: The coordinator will suggest online resources – lectures, TED talks, and videos.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinator: Nancy Nowak is a former middle school science teacher who has coordinated many successful LLC science courses;
she excels at making science understandable and enjoyable, even to the nonscientists among us.

FRIDAY - AM
Friday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 6 - May 15
No class Apr 10
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Great Places: What Makes a City Great?
Coordinator: Sam Shamoon

Some cities are great places to live, work and play. Others are forgettable. What are the essential
ingredients that make one city great and another less so? While each city is unique in its
attractions (or lack thereof), there are key elements that shape it. This semester we will explore
what makes a great city. Many key ingredients are infrastructure, the ‘nitty-gritty’ of what makes up
a city, including parks and open space, transportation and mobility, housing, services and facilities,
sewer and water. Others are social, like a dynamic arts and culture scene, excellent educational
opportunities, or environmental sustainability efforts.

Each week, we will focus on one or more of those ingredients, understand their benefits and
challenges, and match these to selected cities to understand how each element contributes to making a city great.
Format: The coordinator will provide a detailed syllabus that will outline suggested topics for discussion leaders to cover.
Resources: Selected readings in PDF formats, articles and some video files will be suggested by the coordinator. Access to the
Internet is required.
Expenses: No expenses are anticipated.
Coordinator: Sam Shamoon is the former city planner for Providence, Rhode Island, which became a great city during his tenure.

Learn. Discover. Enjoy.

www.lifelonglearningcollaborative.org
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